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An infant’s heart is healed with hope. 

Michel Ilbawi, M.D., leads the pediatric heart surgical team at The 
Heart Institute for Children. Headquartered at Hope Children’s  
Hospital in Oak Lawn, Illinois, they perform 420 operations and 
care for more than 3,500 children with heart defects each year. 
With over 25 years experience as a pediatric heart surgeon and 
more than 20,000 surgeries performed, Dr. Ilbawi is nothing short 
of a miracle worker to the families whose children he treats daily. 

Without his world-renowned expertise and overtly committed 
staff of two doctors and 32 nurses, many children born with heart 
defects and complications would not stand a fighting chance. Dr. 
Ilbawi goes beyond the call of duty by taking cases other doctors 
refuse because of the risk involved and accommodates families 
from all over the world unable to receive or afford such exemplary 
medical care otherwise. In the words of Dr. Ilbawi, “If there is a 
one-percent chance we can save a life, I will do my best to do so.” 

The documentary film Hearts of Hope is a once-in-a-lifetime, behind 
the scenes look at this amazing doctor, his dedicated staff and 
the families of children they fight to save everyday. In the delicate 
realm of pediatric heart surgery, sometimes hope is all you have. 
Hearts of Hope unveils a world of courage, strength and the spirit 
to survive, at any age.

55 minutes / 1.78:1 / High Definition Video 

Documentary film by: Mercedes Kane
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Principal Production Personnel Biographies 

Mercedes Kane (Writer / Producer / Director / Editor) has been working as a creative 
professional for nearly 10 years. The recent recipient of an MFA degree in Independent Film 
and Digital Imaging from Governors State University, “Hearts of Hope” is Kane’s first 
documentary film. Other film experience includes roles as associate producer and first 
assistant director on the feature film “Chicago Heights” (2008) as well as producer, writer, 
director and editor of  the short film “9724” (2007). Kane received a BA from Eastern Illinois 
University in 2001, where her focus was broadcast journalism. She has also worked 
extensively in marketing, creating sales and advertising campaigns, writing and editing press 
materials and planning and implementing marketing events in the U.S. and Europe. Kane’s 
current work can be seen at: www.mercedeskane.com. 

Dirk Fletcher (Director of Photography) has been a professional photographer for over 
20 years. The department chair for the Digital Photography Program at Harrington College 
of Design, Fletcher has a BA in Advertising Photography from Brooks Institute and an MFA 
in Independent Film and Digital Imaging at Governors State University. His work has been 
published in national newspapers and magazines, annual reports and advertisements, and has 
garnered international attention and awards. Fletcher’s portfolio can be seen at  
www.dirkfletcher.com. 

Elizabeth Fruth (Editor) has graduated with degrees from Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa 
(B.A. in Media Studies) and Governors State University (MFA in Independent Film and Digital 
Imaging). Recent work in the documentary filmmaking field includes editing three award- 
winning films, including “Fading,” a short documentary about the traumatizing consequences 
of a brain injury and two films about Dr. Martin Luther King’s work in Chicago, “The New 
Battle,” and “King in Chicago.” In 2003, she spent time at Lovett Productions in New York 
City, where she worked on the television special, “The Way Home,” for the Hallmark Channel.  
Fruth hopes to pursue a career in documentary editing and as a professor in the Chicagoland 
area.

Archie Cocke  (Sound Editor / Animator) has been working in broadcasting for 11 years. 
Since earning his MA in Communications and Training from Governors State University in 
2000, he has progressed from local to regional and national levels of projects, spots,  
music videos and episodic programming. The co-author of Photoshop for Digital Video, 
Cocke has been finding new and creative solutions by integrating the disciplines of video 
editing, compositing, still editing, 3D modeling and animation and audio sweetening. His body 
of work includes over 300 broadcast commercials and 300 episodes and specials. Cocke has 
worked for AT&T Cable Services, Weigel Broadcasting, NeWave Productions and is currently 
the Audio & Digital Media Specialist at Governors State University.




